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Dear Friends:

As 2016 draws to a close, I am excited to share with 
you—and celebrate—some of the accomplishments of 
the Clumber Spaniel Health Foundation over this past 
year. As you know, CSHF’s primary mission is to im-
prove the health and wellbeing of our beloved Clum-
ber Spaniels. Your generous contributions enable us 
to do this, and we’re proud of what we have achieved 
together over this past year. Collaboration is key; 
none of us can do this work alone. This Annual Report 
describes in detail relationships we’ve strengthened, 
and new ones we’ve forged, over the last year, includ-
ing the key relationships with you, our donor partners.

As we prepare to celebrate CSHF’s 10th anniversary 
in 2017, please take a few minutes to peruse this Re-
port and celebrate your part in making this past year 
a great one for our breed. We thank you for your past 
support of CSHF and ask that you continue to support 
us into our second decade of being the champions of 
Clumber Health. As always, members of our Board, 
including myself, are available for any questions that 
you may have. 

For the dogs,
Jennifer L. Amundsen, PresidentBen and Karen Hoyle’s Adam

Phyllis Potterfield’s Katydid and Hadley



2016 CSHF Research Projects
The CSHF initiated a grant proposal with Dr. Steven Friedenberg from the University of Minnesota to study the 
genetics of immune-mediated hemolytic anemia in Clumber Spaniels.  The CSHF co-sponsored one grant from 
the Morris Animal Foundation and two grants from the AKC Canine Health Foundation in 2016.  Both the CSHF 
and Clumber Spaniel Club of America supported the CHF Tick-Borne Disease Research Program Area with 
matching $250 contributions.  Total 2016 CSHF donations amounted to $10,917.

Clumber Spaniel Health Foundation Grant Applications
Project type: Genetics of IMHA in Clumber Spaniels, University of Minnesota ($4667)

Principal Investigator: Steven Friedenberg, MBA, DVM, PhD, DACVECC 

Background:  Immune-mediated hemolytic anemia (IMHA) is an inherited autoimmune disease that is over-
represented in Clumber Spaniels (CS) and the Clumber Spaniel Health Foundation (CSHF) has identified this 
disease as an important area of research in the breed. Through this grant, we will collect blood samples that 
will ultimately aid us in identifying the genes that are important in the development of this disease.
 
MAF Study ID: D16CA-081:  Improving Outcomes for Dogs With Acute Spinal Cord Injuries ($3000)

Natasha J. Olby, VetMB, PhD, North Carolina State University

Disc herniation is a common cause of paralysis in dogs. Recommendations for the management of dogs fol-
lowing surgery for disc herniation vary from strict rest to intensive rehabilitation but benefits from these different 
approaches are unclear. In this clinical trial, researchers will compare two protocols. The first is a postopera-
tive rehabilitation protocol designed to enhance strength and coordination in dogs with naturally occurring disc 
herniation. The second is a more conservative, supportive protocol using passive range of motion exercises, 
limited sling walking, and confinement. Findings will provide insight on whether postoperative rehabilitation 
increases speed and level of recovery, and which therapy approach is more effective in improving the quality of 
life in dogs with acute spinal cord injury following surgery.

CHF Grant 02217:  A Novel Mechanism to Regulate the Growth of Canine Hemangiosarcoma Principal 
($3000)

Investigator:  Dr. Erin B. Dickerson, PhD, University of Minnesota 

Hemangiosarcoma is an extremely aggressive cancer that is rapidly fatal in dogs. While the lifetime risk is 
alarmingly high for some breeds such as Golden Retrievers and German Shepherd Dogs, the disease does 
not discriminate, and it can strike any dog at any time. Despite considerable efforts by veterinarians and scien-
tists to find effective treatments, the outcome for dogs with hemangiosarcoma has changed very little over the 
past few decades. Recent evidence provides essential clues into how these tumors grow and progress, gener-
ating new ideas for treatment approaches. Such new evidence suggests that hemangiosarcoma cells rely on 
the metabolism of lipids or fatty acids to supply energy for tissue invasion or continued tumor growth. To obtain 
these lipids, hemangiosarcomas may take over the metabolic machinery of neighboring cells, forcing them to 
produce nutrients for the tumor cells to help them proliferate and grow. This study will verify that tumor cells 
rely on lipid metabolism for growth, and determine if tumor cells alter the metabolism of fat cells to obtain cellu-
lar nutrients and accelerate tumor cell lipid metabolism.  Identifying and exploiting a novel mechanism that may 
disrupt this process by inhibiting the interactions between tumor cells and cells in the tumor environment will 
speed clinical investigations, and ultimately lead to improved outcomes for dogs with this devastating disease.



CHF Grant 02287:  Enhanced Testing for the Diagnosis of Bartonellosis in Dogs ($250)

Principal Investigator: Dr. Edward B Breitschwerdt, DVM; North Carolina State University

Bartonellosis, a zoonotic disease of worldwide distribution, is caused by approximately 10 different Bartonella 
species, and is transmitted to canines and humans by ticks, fleas, lice, mites, and sand flies. Dr. Breitschw-
erdt’s laboratory demonstrated the first evidence for Bartonella infections in dogs in 1993. Bartonella species 
have been associated with an expanding spectrum of important disease manifestations including anemia, en-
docarditis, hepatitis, lymphadenitis, myocarditis, thrombocytopenia and vascular tumor-like lesions. Infections 
can be life-threatening. Due to a lack of sensitive and reliable diagnostic assays, definitive diagnosis of barton-
ellosis in dogs remains a significant problem. Because these bacteria invade cells and infect tissues through-
out the body, this chronic intracellular infection is difficult to cure with currently used antibiotic regimens. This 
study will develop improved serodiagnostic tests for bartonellosis in dogs which can be used for world-wide 
sero-epidemiological prevalence studies, and to establish early and accurate diagnosis. Dr. Breitschwerdt’s 
research group has described concurrent infection in dogs, their owners and veterinary workers; this allows for 
a One Health approach to this important emerging infectious disease. 

CSHF Previously Supported Research Project
Final Report and Summary

MAF Study ID D13CA-024: Assessing Recovery After Spinal Cord Injury
Sarah A. Moore, DVM; The Ohio State University

Result: Researchers validate new assessment tools to help dogs with spinal cord injuries

One of the most common types of spinal cord injuries in dogs is intervertebral disc extrusion. This spine condi-
tion accounts for up to 1 percent of cases seen in small animal veterinary practices. Severity of clinical signs 
can range from mild back pain to severe neurologic abnormalities such as paraplegia with loss of deep pain 
perception in the pelvic limbs. Some breeds, such as dachshunds, Pekingese, Welsh corgi and beagles, are 
particularly prone to disc extrusion SCI, but all breeds can be affected.  
Morris Animal Foundation-funded researchers from The Ohio State University evaluated three sensory motor 
tests, commonly used in rodent models, to determine their reliability and utility to assess treatment response 
and recovery in dogs with SCI. Currently, available outcome measures validated for canine patients with SCI 
only gauge locomotion, addressing just one component of functional recovery. Broadening the testing options 
will help researchers and veterinarians evaluate their patients’ progress more completely. 
Investigators established normal baseline values for each test in healthy dogs. Using this new data, the team 
then evaluated the tests in client-owned dogs, monitoring them for 30 days after injury. One of the three senso-
ry motor tests proved useful in assessing neuropathic pain in dogs, a common condition in human patients with 
SCI but less understood in dogs. Neuropathic pain occurs when damaged or injured nerve fibers send signals 
to other pain centers in the body, making it difficult to pinpoint the original source of injury.
New validated tests and scales, like those used in this study, will help researchers monitor improvements that 
are more subtle, but still significant in the recovery process. The new assessment tools will be valuable in clini-
cal trials aimed at identifying and developing treatments to improve long-term functional outcomes and quality 
of life for canine patients with SCI.

Tom and Andrea Cassidy’s Ernie and Katie



finances 2016
income & expenditures
January 1 2016 Beginning Balance      $38,987.99 
   
Income   
   Cash Donations    $  3,226.00   51.07% 
   Memorial Donations    $  1,450.00   22.95% 
   Amazon Smile    $       40.78     0.65% 
   National Specialty    $ 1 ,350.00   21.37% 
   CSCA (Donation for Tick-Borne Disease) $     250.00     3.96% 
     TOTAL     $  6,316.78 100.00%   $6,316.78
   
Expenses   
   CPA      $     525.00     3.94% 
   PayPal     $         2.66     0.02% 
   CSCA Catalog Ad    $       50.00     0.38% 
   Web Site     $  1,163.53     8.74% 
   Necropsy     $     400.00     3.00% 
   Bank Fees (Stop Payment)   $         4.00     0.03% 
   
Grants   
   AKC Canine Health    $  3,500.00   26.29% 
   Morris Animal Foundation   $  3,000.00   22.54% 
   University of Minnesota   $  4,667.00   35.06% 
     TOTAL     $13,312.19 100.00% $13,312.19
   
December 31 2016 Ending Balance       $31,992.58 

Income
   Cash Donations

   Memorial Donations

   Amazon Smile

   National Specialty

   CSCA (Donation for
Tick-Borne Disease)

Expenses
   CPA

   PayPal

   CSCA Catalog
Ad
   Web Site

   Necropsy

   Bank Fees (Stop
Payment)
   AKC Canine
Health
   Morris Animal
Foundation
   University of
Minnesota

Clumber Spaniel Club of Southern California Lars and Emily Engel’s Mr. Wiggles



We would like to thank our donors who 
make the CSHF’s work possible. We offer 
our sincere gratitude to all of you and thank 
you for your continued support.

The Foundation is a tax-exempt public charity under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 
law.

2016 HONOR ROLL
Silver ($500 & Over)
Roe & Gordie Froman, Ben & Karen Hoyle, Chip 
& Shelley Miller

Bronze ($250-$499)
Clumber Spaniel Club of America, Clumber Span-
iel Club of Southern California, Jan & Walt Friis, 
Kellie & Wayne Holbrook

Partners ($100-$249)
Jennifer Amundsen & Michael Finnegan, William 
& Linda Browder, Gail & Charles Budde, Thomas 
& Andrea Cassidy, Daniel & Susan Cohen, Bill & 
Polly Davies, Catherine & Zvi Eiref, Lars & Emily 
Engel, Susan & Lyle Hall, Peggy Holman & Mil-
ford Cole, Susan King, Joan & Richard Lis, John 
& Jane Olds, Phyllis Potterfield, Lizz Squashic, 
Jan & Lorin Sutherland, Edward Vinson

Long-time Clumber spaniel enthusiast Barbara 
Stebbins donated 2 statues and 3 prints of Clum-
ber spaniels to the CSHF so that they could be 
auctioned in the 2016 CSCA Clumber Spaniel 
Specialty Show silent auction.  This was a con-
siderable donation and much appreciated by the 
CSHF.  Thank you very much Barbara!

Gail Budde’s Woody

Chip and Shelley Miller’s Lillie Mae and Derby

Friends ($1-$99)
Susan Adams, Sarah Bulwinkle, Marshall & 
Kathleen Childs, Clumber Spaniel League Victo-
ria, Cyrus & Kim Daboo, Tamara DeSilva, Susan 
Field, William & Nancy Gardner, William & Helen 
Gordon, Sharon & Robert Harrison, John & Phyl-
lis Henry, Collette Jaynes, Kathleen Kelly, Margot 
LeBois-Farabaugh, Steven & Maureen LeLand, 
Diane Lyons, Carol Marvelley, Sharlin McDer-
mott, Warren & Darcy Moss, Virginia Robertshaw, 
Marla Shelmadine & Nancy Wynschenk, Chuck 
& Donna Starr, Jennifer Toebben, Janelle Wal-
don, John & Naiza Woodlief, Charles Zaragoza & 
Edward Sheppard


